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Tittabawassee Downtown Development Authority 

Township Administration Office 

June 3, 2020 -11:30 am 

 

Members Present:  Dave Schauman, Rick Hayes, Frank Roenicke, Harry Steib, Jeff Kipfmiller, 

Matt Rappley 

 

The meeting had an Electronic remote access option, in accordance with the 

Michigan Governor’s Executive Order 2020-15, in response to COVID-19 

social distancing requirements and Michigan Governor’s Executive Order 

2020-21. The public was able to participate by telephone by calling 708-

802-5239 using access code 136668. 

 

Members Absent:  Christopher Graebner, Paul Vasold, Joel Cabala, Roger Richter, Ken Buck 

 

Guests Present: Marc McGill – Township Manager, Allison Riffel – Community 

Development Director, George Young (MMG), Mellissa Beyer (MMG), 

Jodi Schultz (MMG) 

 

Meeting Called to Order:   by Rick Hayes for Ken Buck at 11:30 a.m. 

 

Approval of Agenda:  Moved by Dave Schauman and supported by Harry Steib to approve the 

agenda.  Motion carried 6 yes – 0 no. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  Moved by Dave Schauman and supported by Frank Roenicke to approve 

the minutes of February 19, 2020.  Motion carried 6 yes – 0 no. 

 

Regular Business: 

 

A. Mid Michigan Gymnastics Rent: George Young, owner of Mid Michigan Gymnastics, 

approached the authority to ask for rent forgiveness for the months that the building has been 

closed due to COVID-19 restrictions. George outlined the many problems that their business 

is facing regarding the flow of income during this time. He recognized that many others are 

facing these same challenges. George made it clear that their business has been here for 20+ 

years and at the SportsZone location for nearly ten years and in order to see a future there, he 

was going to need assistance.  

 

All authority members questioned Mid Michigan Gymnastics staff as to what measures they 

have been taking during this time to protect their business, what their timeline for getting back 

into the gym looked like, and what type of assistance they have already received. After a 

worthwhile conversation: 

 

It was moved by Harry Steib and supported by Matt Rappley that for the for the length of time 

that COVID-19 affects the operating activities of Mid Michigan Gymnastics; that their 

monthly lease payment would be amended as follows:  The DDA will waive a prorated share 

of monthly lease payment rent equal to the forced reduction in Mid Michigan Gymnastics 
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activities.  For instance, if activity is forced to be reduced by 100%; in that event the lease 

payment would be reduced by 100%, and in this case be $0 (zero) for that month.  If activity 

was reduced by 70 percent due to restriction, this would reduce that month’s lease payment by 

70%.  When all governmental COVID-19 restrictions are lifted against activity levels at Mid 

Michigan Gymnastics, then the lease payment would return to 100% of the lease agreement.  

Further, that Allison Riffel coordinates with George Young (and/or his staff) to ascertain 

monthly what activity level and thus corresponding lease payments are to be.   This amendment 

to the lease will begin with the month of March 2020 and continuing thru the total lifting of 

governmental COVID-19 restrictions placed upon Mid Michigan Gymnastics or December 

31st, 2020, which ever shall occur first.  No other changes to the current lease agreement are 

made.  Motion passed 6 – 0. 

 

It was further noted that Mid Michigan Gymnastics has recently attained a PPP Loan to help 

them thru COVID-19.  Members discussed that with that loan, and the DDA’s generous break 

(forgiveness of lease payments), that Mid Michigan Gymnastics was in good shape to make it 

thru this pandemic. 

 

B. Lighting Upgrades - MMG: Allison Riffel presented the authority with documents that were 

put together by Alpine Electric out of Traverse City, MI on behalf of Industrial Lighting of 

Michigan. These documents outlined the total costs, rebate, and timeline needed to do a 

complete lighting overhaul in the gymnasium portion of Mid Michigan Gymnastics.   

 

Upon review of the amounts and timeline presented, it was moved by Dave Schauman and 

supported by Harry Steib to have staff solicit two more bids from area lighting distributors for 

both cost of product and install. Once these bids are received they will be promptly emailed to 

the authority. Motion carried 6 yes – 0 no. 

 

C. Bike Racks for Pathway:   Marc McGill discussed how the new pathway, that is expected to 

be completed by September 20, 2020, is connected to DDA property. With the trailhead that 

was constructed behind the Freeland SportsZone being a central start and end point for trail 

users, it was asked that the DDA supports the purchase of 20 bike racks for use at the trailhead 

by agreeing to purchase said bike racks in the amount of $2,200.  

 

It was moved by Harry Steib and supported by Dave Schauman to purchase the bike racks for 

use on DDA properties in the amount of $2,200. Motion carried 6 yes – 0 no.  

 

D. Budget Update:  Allison Riffel reviewed the most recent capital outlay expenditures on DDA 

property at the Freeland SportsZone, highlighting the fact that thus far the projects have come 

in at cost. The parking lot received a sealcoat, crackfill, and restripe. The front wall of the 

building received a face lift with new paint and protection.  

 

Other Business:  

 

A. Banners: Allison Riffel recognized the DPW staff for their hard work in putting up and taking 

down the new banner flights and ensuring that each light post is equipped with the correct 

equipment to boost the longevity of the new banners. Many residents and non-residents took 
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notice of the senior banners that were placed in honor of this years graduating class. Although 

the DDA did not pay for such, we have heard tremendous praises for the way that they look. 

The flight will stay up until the end of June when the new American flag and hometown heroes 

banners are put up.  

 

B. Community Hall (FSZ): Allison Riffel discussed how the Community Hall has been utilized 

during the pandemic and flooding. On May 11th the hall was used as a site to unpack and repack 

over 30,000 face covers to be distributed across Saginaw County, which was organized heavily 

by the Saginaw Community Foundation. Further, since the flooding across multiple 

jurisdictions, the hall has been being used as a donation and distribution site for the United 

Way of Saginaw County. Both organizations are more than grateful to be able to have used the 

facility.  

 

Next Meeting:   June 17, 2020, 11:30 am. 

 

Adjournment:  Moved by Matt Rappley and supported by Jeff Kipfmiller to adjourn at 

12:12pm. 

 

 

AaR for Rick Hayes for Chairperson Ken Buck    _X___ R. Hayes 

          ______ P. Vasold 

 


